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May 1, 2017 
 
The Honourable Brad Wall 
Premier of Saskatchewan 
226 Legislative Building 
Regina, Saskatchewan 
S4S 0B3 
 
 

 
Dear Mr. Wall, Mr. Doherty, and Mr. Reiter: 
 
Re: Spiritual Care in Saskatchewan  
 
I am writing this letter as the President of Saskatchewan Conference of The United 
Church of Canada.  The United Church has 36,186 members and many thousand more 
adherents in 265 churches across Saskatchewan.  In addition, from the latest census 
we know that 19.5% of people in Saskatchewan claim affiliation with the United 
Church.It is on behalf of these people that I write with deep regret over your choice in 
the budget to eliminate all base provincial funding to spiritual care.  We call upon you to 
reverse your decision. 
 
Spiritual care is a part of holistic care.  In Saskatchewan, this has been an accepted 
understanding by government and people for many years.  Spiritual care is not simply 
pastoral care, or just religious care, but is an integral part of ensuring the care for the 
entire individual.  Spiritual care is well documented to reduce hospitalization times, 
readmissions, and improve overall outcomes.  It is also integral in ensuring the citizens 1

of Saskatchewan who encounter the healthcare industry feel supported, cared for, and 

1 Ziegler, J. (1998). Spirituality returns to the fold in medical practice. Journal of the National Cancer 
Institute, 90, 1255-1257 
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as more than the sum of their parts.  When individuals are in need of health care 
services for themselves or their families it is frequently a time of increased stress and 
anxiety.  There is often profound change, whether temporary or permanent that can 
affect entire family systems.  Effective spiritual care can be the difference between 
further traumatizing of the family, and further need to access health care services, and a 
healthy transition into the new reality. 
 
While various denominations offer spiritual care through denominational chaplains, and 
The United Church of Canada will endeavour to continue to do so, there is a need for 
oversight and accountability of denominational chaplains.  This has been provided by 
the Spiritual Care departments in the major hospitals in Regina and Saskatoon.  Without 
those departments, the denominations are in danger of losing that oversight  and 
accountability and, more importantly, access to information, identification of specific 
patient spiritual care needs and even access to space for the denominational chaplains. 
 
The letter sent by the Saskatchewan members of the Canadian Association for Spiritual 
Care (CASC) further outlines the benefits of Spiritual Care being offered to the residents 
of Saskatchewan, especially at a time when many are at their most vulnerable. We 
support their professional understandings and insight. 
 
We trust that our government will support the residents of Saskatchewan, especially 
when they are at their most vulnerable. In that regard, it would be both the financially 
prudent and responsible decision for you to reverse this budgetary decision.  It would 
also continue to provide the best care for the citizens of Saskatchewan which is the 
ultimate concern for all of us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Peace, 
 
 
 
Rev. Krystal Sheremeta 
President, Saskatchewan Conference, United Church of Canada 
 
 
 

 
 


